
This is the link to the Newshawk coverage below: 

The Staff Report is to approve an Alternative 1 outlined in this article/below.  This is not 
acceptable.  Please take time to review the report, write to it by Monday a.m., and come out to 
the Hearing and Rally on Wednesday, March 13.  The Rally will be at 8:30 a.m. from numerous 
organizations and individuals.  LVDC will be there as well.  The ERG item is 2nd on the agenda 
and comments may not be heard until about 1 p.m. so plan to stay.  I know that is a long day, 
but the outcome of this meeting could affect our corner of the world for 40 years or more.  It 
also sets the stage/precedent for the requests from the two other oil companies – AERA and 
PetroRock. I you go to the article, there is also a map.  This is the biggest threat to your air, land, 
water, economic development of housing, tourism, health of not only each of us, but our 
children and their children.  Take the morning off and join us. 

Lorraine Waldau, President 

Lompoc Valley Democratic Club 
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.noozhawk.com%2F
article%2Fsanta_barbara_county_planning_commissioners_to_hear_oil_drilling_project%3Futm_so
urce%3DNoozhawk%2527s%2BA.M.%2BReport%26utm_campaign%3Da15ca3de15-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_01_11_COPY_01%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_cb376
aba6e-a15ca3de15-
247109709&amp;data=02%7C01%7C%7Cb60634e6b2ae428bcdd808d6a4a1cccf%7C84df9e7fe9
f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636877412158420712&amp;sdata=1GhzmY6xCaC%2Fz
SClumqRUGGjfjeBezcEkIwlJbUqpIc%3D&amp;reserved=0 

Alternative 1 — no new well pads/reduced well count — would eliminate construction and 

operation of the proposed 10 new well pads, 46 new wells and new access roadways associated 

with the proposed new pads.  

Under Alternative 1, 187 wells (no replacement wells) could be constructed and operated on 

existing pads, with nine pads expanded as described for the proposed project, a 20 percent 

reduction in total well development for an estimated peak production rate of 8,000 barrels of oil 

per day during the 40-year lifetime of the project.  

A revision letter with additional analysis said that the recommended Alternative 1 project “would 

not result in any additional significant and unavoidable Class I environmental impacts, would not 



increase previously identified Class I or Class II impacts, and would lessen some Class I and 

Class II impacts, as described in the Final EIR,” county staff said.  

This alternative would mean that the ground disturbance for Alternative 1 would be 66 acres 

compared with 78.2 acres for the proposed project, a 12.7-acre reduction.  

The document also notes that ERG's project is one of three planned for the Cat Canyon Oil Field, 

which sits near the communities of Sisquoc and Garery. 

The other projects include:  

» Aera East Cat Canyon Redevelopment Project — proposing 296 oil, injection and water wells, 

six steam generators and processing facilities. As part of the Aera Project, the Southern 

California Gas Co. would construct a 14-mile-long, 8-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline that 

would cross Highway 101 and traverse the community of Orcutt.  

» PetroRock UCCB Project — planning 231 oil, injection and water wells, five steam generators, 

processing facilities and a 2.7-mile natural gas line that would cross Foxen Canyon Road.  

“In summary, cumulative oil development within Cat Canyon Oil Field and corresponding oil 

transport would result in a significant and unavoidable impact associated with an accidental oil, 

produced water or other hazardous material spill that could have substantial and long-term 

effects on the biological and hydrological resources affected by the spill(s),” the Final EIR for 

the ERG project states.  

Cumulative well development also could result in significant temporary noise increases, 

especially those located near multiple cumulative project property boundaries, county officials 

said. 

“Other cumulative impacts identified, including the proposed project’s contribution, could be 

reduced to insignificant levels through implementation of recommended mitigation, as well as 

county, state and federal regulatory requirements," the EIR states. 

The Planning Commission hearing is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. Wednesday at the Board of 

Supervisors Hearing Room, Betteravia Government Center, 511 E. Lakeside Pkwy. in Santa 

Maria.  

People also may address the Planning Commission by using the remote video testimony system 

in the Engineering Building, Room 17 at 123 E. Anapamu St. in Santa Barbara. 



The Planning Commission agenda may be viewed by clicking here. For more information about 

ERG’s project including access to the Final EIR, click here. 

— Noozhawk North County editor Janene Scully can be reached at jscully@noozhawk.com . 

Follow Noozhawk on Twitter: @noozhawk, @NoozhawkNews and @NoozhawkBiz. Connect 

with Noozhawk on Facebook. 

 


