WEEKLY NEWS UPDATE

The Hill: NAACP calls for University of South Carolina to cancel
‘roast’ of Harris

The NAACP has joined a host of students in calling for the University
of South Carolina to cancel a scheduled “roast” of Vice President
Harris. In_a letter to university President Michael Amiridis, the
organization said that while it is nonpartisan and does not endorse
candidates, it was “compelled to write this letter because of the
blatant sexist and racist nature of the event, the advertisement for it,
and the potential for violence on campus because of the proposed
event.”

Ebony: NAACP Pens Open Letter to the University of South Carolina
to Cancel Racist Roast Against Kamala Harris

The NAACP is following Kamala Harris’s mandate to “Do something”
to end a vicious attack against the first Black and South Asian female
presidential candidate. The organization has sent an open letter to the
University of South Carolina to cancel a “roast” of the vice president—
one steeped in racial tropes—scheduled to take place on campus on
September 18.
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Black Information Network: NAACP Urges University Of South
Carolina To Cancel ‘Roast’ Of Kamala Harris

“‘Hate speech has long served as a weapon to undermine the
progress of our nation. At a time where we are witnessing
groundbreaking history, bad actors aim to cast a dark shadow on
those very achievements,” Derrick Johnson, NAACP president and
CEO, said in a separate statement. “If South Carolina University’s
leadership values their Black students, it’s only right they shut this
event down. Our nation’s schools must remain havens for learning,
not platforms for hate. It is imperative that the university takes swift
action in this matter and protects the campus community from
patterns of divisiveness and degradation.”

TheGrio: White House reacts to ‘obscene’ campus roast of VP Harris
at University of South Carolina

The NAACP noted that inviting Mclnnes and Yiannopoulos, in
particular, poses a great danger to the student body and campus
personnel. The leaders of the organization pointed out that the
extremist leaders and the Proud Boys have a “history of violence,”
including the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol.

Newser: University of South Carolina Urged to Cancel Harris ‘Roast’
The NAACP has joined lawmakers and students urging the University
of South Carolina to call off a Sept. 18 “roast” of Vice President
Kamala Harris starring two leading far-right figures as “roastmasters.”
The event, advertised with what the Post and Courier calls a “vulgar
misspelling” of Harris’ name, will feature Proud Boys founder Gavin
Mclnnes and right-wing British commentator Milo Yiannopoulos.

ABC 15: NAACP condemns Kamala Harris ‘roast’ at USC

NAACP President Derrick Johnson and NAACP South Carolina State
Conference President Brenda Murphy have condemned the event,
claiming it has spread anti-Black hate speech and harassment on
campus. “There is no place for hate in a democracy,” their joint
statement read.

Alabama Public Radio: Alabama NAACP criticizes Auburn
basketball coach over alleged comments about Kamala Harris
Auburn basketball Bruce Pearl is drawing criticism from the Alabama
NAACP following reported comments about Democratic Presidential
candidate Kamala Harris. The coach was reportedly responding to a
social media post by Arkansas U.S. Senator Tom Cotton, who alleged
that Harris would take health care away from Americans.
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AL.com: Auburn coach Bruce Pearl doesn’t want to know what ‘woke’
means, says Alabama NAACP

Benard Simelton, president of the Alabama NAACP, said this in
response to Pearl’s tweet: “Kamala Harris is energizing her base
which has a significant number of black voters, in her bid for the
highest position in the country, and this is causing people to show us
who they really are. Since 2014, Coach Pearl has profited off the
talents and legacy of Black athletes, but by his own admission doesn’t
understand the implications of his words. We do not have to ask, ‘will
the real Coach Pearl stand up, because we know he does not want to
understand what woke means.”

Black Enterprise: University Of Alabama Scraps BSU, Queer
Resource Center Due To DEI Bill

Black student unions are part of the fabric of a university’s Black
experience at many predominantly white institutions, and the
Tuscaloosa chapter of the NAACP has pledged its support in assisting
the organization to obtain funding as the university can no longer
support the group on campus. “In Tuscaloosa and across Alabama,
organizations like BSU play a critical role in continuing the legacy of
the Civil Rights Movement,” Tuscaloosa NAACP chapter president
Lisa Young told the AP.

Blavity: University Of Alabama’s Black Student Union And Queer
Student Center Shut Down Following Anti-DEI Legislation

The Tuscaloosa chapter of the NAACP noted the enduring importance
of organizations like the Black Student Union on university campuses.
“In Tuscaloosa and across Alabama, organizations like BSU play a
critical role in continuing the legacy of the Civil Rights Movement,”
Tuscaloosa NAACP chapter president Lisa Young told the AP.

STATEMENTS:

« NAACP Calls on University of South Carolina President to Cancel
‘Roast’ Amidst Widespread Hate Speech

« NAACP leads Civil Rights Groups in Challenging Baseless Voter
Purge Request in North Carolina
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EMPOWER BLACK VOTERS

f

IO,

We advocate, we fight, we vote for
culture, for community. Sign up today to
velunteer with the NAACP this election
season to increase Black voter turnout:

TEXT ‘"VOLUNTEER’
TO 20707 TO SIGNUP

NAACP.ORG/VOLUNTEER [} X (©) @3 @NAACP

Our democracy stands at a crossroads. With the right to vote facing
unprecedented challenges, it's more important than ever to amplify the
voices of Black voters and ensure every vote is counted. This is where
you come in.

Our volunteers help drive the NAACP mission forward by dedicating their
time to empowering voters to make it to the ballot box. Imagine the
impact of your efforts — every call you make or text you send
encourages an infrequent voter to exercise their right and participate in
shaping our collective future.

Sign up to volunteer with the NAACP and be part of a movement that
champions equity and justice for all. Together, let's make history by
ensuring every Black voter has their say in the upcoming election.

Your voice matters, and so does your action. Join us in making a lasting
impact.
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STAND AGAINST HAIR RELAXING PRODUCTS

NAACP. SIGN OUR PETITION: NAACPORG

For decades, hair relaxers have been marketed to Black women, despite
growing evidence linking them to serious health risks. The National
Institutes of Health’s 2022 “Sister Study” revealed an increased risk of
uterine cancer, especially for frequent users.

The NAACP is partnering with Singleton Schriber to challenge these
harmful practices and seek justice for those affected. Sign our

petition and add your voice to this important fight for industry reforms that
prioritize women’s health.

Sign Our Petition
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PRO$55772025

NAACP NAACP.ORG/OUR2025

Project 2025 threatens to undo decades of progress for our
communities, stripping away our rights and silencing our voices. This
extremist, right-wing agenda seeks to take us back, but NAACP is
fighting forward with Our 2025 — a bold vision that champions higher
wages, quality education, and justice for all.

We refuse to let this radical manifesto dictate our future. We must fight,
we must advocate - we must vote - to ensure that Our 2025 becomes
our reality.
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